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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD Tuesday 15th June 2022 

 

Present:  Cllr V Wilson (Chair), Cllrs J Goacher, M Newby, D Cooke, R Naish, D Cartwright, A Parker, S Hayden, 
J Nixon, C Page & Clerk S Stilliard 
Residents: none 
Guests: DCllr James Naish; CCllr John Ogle 

 

22.01 Apologies for absence. 

None  

 

22.02 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15th May 2021 

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

22.03 Matters arising from the minutes. 

There were no matters arising. 

 

22.04. Annual Report from the Chair of the Parish Council 2022.  

The Chair during the year - Cllr Mike Newby-  gave his Annual Report 
This report covers the period May 2021 to June 2022 which I consider to have been a very successful time for 
North and South Wheatley Parish Council.  
 
I am pleased to report that we have successfully completed two of our ‘Capital’ projects during this period, 
namely the re-surfacing of the children’s play park and the rejuvenation of the community garden. Both these 
projects have been very well received by village residents with some extremely positive comments made both 
verbally and via the Village website. As a Council we are delighted with the outcomes of both projects and 
believe that they will continue to provide valuable recreational spaces for many years to come. Indeed it was 
great to see the community garden being used to host the recent Salvation Army Band picnic event.  
 
The one outstanding capital project is stabilisation of the beck bank behind the sports pavilion.  Here we are 
wholly dependent on the timescale set by Bassetlaw District Council (BDC) but it is aware of the requirement 
and provided that the task is completed within the next three to five years then there is no cause for concern. 
Moreover, we have been assured that our contribution will not be any higher than the £12k we have already 
‘ring fenced’ for the purpose. With no other major projects to fund the Parish Council continues to be in a very 
sound financial position and holds the requisite cash reserve as recommended by the National Association of 
Local Councils.   
 
The Sturton Ward Neighbourhood Plan, through which we, as a community, can express how we would like to 
see our village develop has been accepted by residents in the referendum held last November 2021. This plan 
will now be considered whenever new planning applications are made and I trust will serve to protect our local 
‘green spaces’ and ‘green gaps’. The plan however was not developed without a great deal of hard work and 
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for that I must pay a special thanks those villagers who led the development work, namely Colin Keyworth, 
Judith Goacher, Roger Barnacoat, Adrian Parker and Dawn Cartwright and in particular District Councillor 
James Naish who coordinated the effects of the 3 Sturton Ward villages and provided very valuable oversight 
and guidance. 
 
After many years of valuable service Ian Wilkinson has retired from his duties as the village lengthsman.  We 
thank Ian for his sterling work in ensuring that the village has always looked neat and tidy over the years and 
welcome in his place Sam Foster. Sam doesn’t have the capacity to take on all of the role and so some of the 
grass cutting is being done by Holmes Groundcare but between those two and Freddie Allen, who continues to 
cut the village field, I am confident that our village will continue to be very well presented.  
 
On the subject of retirements it is with some sadness that I note the retirement of PCSO Dave Airey.  For many 
years Dave has been the village’s ‘go-to’ man for all policing matters and a constant source of help and advice 
for everyone. He has been a great supporter of the Parish Council and we shall miss his cheerful presence at 
our meetings but all good things must come to an end and we wish him the very best for a long and happy 
retirement. 
 
Once again the village has benefitted greatly from the efforts of a band of dedicated volunteers and we thank 
Terry Kirk for once again putting up the Christmas tree lights, to David and Jacqui Cooke, Terry and Carol Kirk 
and Sandy and Jane Sanderson for planting and watering the variety of large planters we have around the 
village and Mr and Mrs Presley for maintaining the garden area in front St Helen’s Church. Thanks also to 
Terry Daley and his team of Speedwatch volunteers who have over the years worked hard to deter motorists 
from speeding through the village. This particular team is now ‘standing down’ but I am pleased that we have a 
new team of Speedwatch volunteers, led by Dawn Cartwright and Sue Hayden, who are hoping to re-start this 
scheme in the next few months. 

 
Following the demise of the long running parish magazine ‘Clays Contact’ the Parish Council  initiated its 
newsletter as a means of ensuring that residents could be kept abreast of key development and briefed on 
local issues.  I am pleased to see that this has gone from strength to strength and I should like to thank Dawn 
Cartwright for her excellent efforts as editor. Another new initiative is the idea of themed ‘pop-up picnics’ which 
is a great way of getting the community together. As I mentioned earlier the Salvation Army Band event was 
very successful and I look forward to future picnics being equally successful and for that I should like to thank 
Clare Page for her vision and enthusiastic organisation.  
 
Without doubt the village’s celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was one of the most memorable events 
of this period and I think that, for such a small village, the range of events and activities was remarkable with 
the whole community pitching in and showing the village at its best. I would like to express my most sincere 
and heartfelt thanks to the Jubilee Committee who have worked so hard to deliver this extensive package of 
events and in particular to Vicki Wilson and Clare Page (Parish Council), Fiona Ryder (Bowls Club), James 
Nixon (Parish Council and Cricket Club), Sue Hayden (Parish Council and Tennis Club), Carol Kirk (Churches 
Together in Wheatley), Sarah Hairsine and Claire Hodgetts (PTFA), Judith Goacher (Parish Council and Family 
History Society), Alan Ryder (Village Hall), Michael Carnell (Clays’ Horticultural Society), Heather Sharpe 
(North Wheatley School) and last, but by no means least, Rob Naish for building a truly magnificent beacon. A 
brilliant effort all round.  
 
Finally, after serving three years as Chair I have stepped down and handed that role onto Vicki Wilson. I wish 
Vicki all the best as Chair but would take this opportunity to thank all of my nine fellow parish councillors for 
stepping up to the plate, taking on a vast array of duties and responsibilities and quite frankly making my life as 
Chair so easy. Finally no council can work without an effective and efficient clerk and we are very lucky to have 
Sara Stilliard fulfilling this role for us.  Thank you Sara for your hard work, dedication and commitment, your 
sound advice and excellent administrative support.  
Mike Newby (Chairman 2021 /22)  

 
22.07.  Other village business 
The Parish Council was pleased to sanction Hilary Bennett’s re-appointment as a Trustee of the Middleton 
Trust – she will report into the PC in this role. It was also suggested that the Middleton Trust funding for 



children of the Parish be promoted via the website and next Newsletter to encourage young people to apply for 
the funds which are available each year. Action Cllrs Wilson and Cartwright 
 
 
22.08.  Public Forum  

None present  

 

Signed (Chair)……………………………………….            Date…………………….. 


